Republic of the Philippines
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Cordillera Admiristrative Region
SCHOOLS DIVISION OFFICE OF BENGUET
Wangal, La Trinidad, Benguet, 2601

March 10, 2017
DIVISION MEMORANDUM

%.05 0% 20 17

CONDUCT OF SCHOOL-BASED FIRST QUARTER EARTHQUAKE
AND FIRE DRILLS, CY 2017

"".:uumu NT UF EDUCATTON,

To: Public Schools District Supervisors/Coordinating Principals ;
............ t:u;.f::i r“\ .

District DRRM Coordinators
Elementary and Secondary School Heads

,—-;—-;

i , ! i
School DRRM Coordinators i \‘\' \MAR 23 200 i, i‘f}:
Public and Private Schools },, . gl
L N L i
lenguct Divisiony
1. Pursuant to Deptd Order 48, s. 2012, Quarterly Conduct of the National Schooi-Based

Earthquake and Fire Drills, and DepEd Order 28, s. 2016, Strengthening the Fire Safety and Awareness
Program, all schools within the ambit of this division, are expected to conduct their First Quarter
Earthquake and Fire Drills anytime this March 2017.

2. This activity aims to generate the highest level of awareness among the public on Disaster Risk

Reduction concems and to assess the capacity level of the school and the community in the eventuality
of disasters and emergencies.

3. All public and private schools are enjoined to prepare and/or update the following minimum
requirements prior to the conduct of said activity:

a. School Site Development Plan;
b. School DRRM Committee;
c. ldentification of high risk areas inside the school (properly and permanently labelled);
d. Emergency Preparedness Evaluation and Contingency Plan; and
e. Communication and Coordination Plan with the LGUs and Local DRRMOs,
4. Attached are pertinent information that may serve as guide in the conduct of said activity.
5. Submission of Post-Activity Report with photo-documentation is expected on or before March

29, 2017 for consolidation and submission to higher offices (PDRRMO, OCD-CAR, DepEd-CAR).

6. Immediate dissemination, cooperation and compliance of all is desired

CO P. MARTIN, Ed.D., CESQO V1
IC, Schools Division Superintendent

References: as stated

To be included in the Perpetual Index under:

ACTIVITIES ADVOCACY DRRM POLICY SCHOOL







" {Enclosure to DepEd Order No. 23, s. 2016)

I.

II.

GUIDELINES ON STRENGTHENING THE FIRE SAFETY
AND AWARENESS PROGRAM (FSAP)

Rationale

The Department of Education {(DepEd), due to the threat of fire to the safety of
learners and personnel and the possible effects to school properties, is enhancing
the Fire Safety and Awareness Program (FSAP) of schools instituted through DepEd
Order Nos. 72, s. 2012 and 13, s. 2013.The issuance shall provide the specific roles
and responsibilities of DepEd in terms of the FSAP to ensure proper monitoring
and evaluation of the program and facilitate compliance of school to the Fire Code.

Scope of the Policy

This issuance aims to define the roles and responsibilities of DepEd at all levels
and create monitoring and evaluation mechanisms. This is also in support to the
partnership with the Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG}, through
the Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP), for the purpose of implementing a sustainable
program on fire safety for schools {please see Annex A).

HOI. Definition of Terms

For purposes of this Order, the following terms are defined /understood as follows:!

a. Fire. The active principle of bumning, characterized by the heat and
light of combustion.

b. Fire Code. The standard fire prevention and safety measures
prescribed in Republic Act No. 9514, also known as the “Fire Code of
the Philippines of 2008".

c. Fire 8Safety. The preventwn and suppression of all kinds of
destructive fires.

IV. Policy Statement

The DepEd Order hereby establishes the rolgs, responsibilities, and monitoring and
evaluation mechanisms of the FSAP described, in this Order which or when applied,
should ensure the safety of all learners and personnel, the protection of school

properties, and the promotion of a supportive, safe and effective leaming
environment.

Procedures

Table 1 provides for the Roles and Responsibilities of the relevant offices to this
issuance. This also includes the reporting protocol from the school to the central
office. All expenses related to the implementation and monitoring of this program
shall be charged against their respective MOOEs.

The four {4} main initiatives of the program are as follows:

School Fire Safety Plan;

Fire Sai'ety Inspection;

Fire Drills and Fire Safety Lectures for School Personnel; and,

Quarterly Fire Drills and Fire Safety Lectures for Learners and School

Personnel. It is also highly encouraged to conduct the said drills with other
hazards {e.g. earthquake, flood, etc.).

popp

YAl terms are adapted from RA No. 9514.
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Annex B _

Fire Safety Measures For Schools

1. Designate a school personnel to be in-charge of the program.

2. Formulate a FIRE ESCAPE PLAN.

3. Ensure the presence of FIRE ESCAPE ROUTES and EXIT PATHS which the

students and personnel should be aware of. These should be clearly marked
with readable SIGNAGE.

4. Inspect doors and windows of classrooms and other school buildings and
ensure that they are easy to open.

S. Ensure that exit/escape paths are free of obstruction.
6. Trim shrubs and trees in the school vicinity.

7. Enforce proper waste management. Clear the school grounds from waste.
Combustible waste such as papers, wood, plastics, paint tins, lammable
liquids should not be stored in heaps or loose in the open. Suitable receptacles
such as litter bins, recycling bins, etc. should be provided.

8. Conduct regular electrical safety inspection and take necessary actions to
repair or replace defective wirings, light bulbs, etc.

9. Demand and practice good school keeping practices, e.g. inspect laboratories
daily; unplug electrical wirings and tum-off lights.

10.Formulate fire safety and control measures for contractors as they can increase
the risk of fire and cause obstruction to escape routes.

11.Ensure the provision of fire safety and protection equipment, which should not
be limited to fire extinguishers. Other equipment may include pails, hose, etc.

12.Conduct regular FIRE DRILLS,

b




